TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF APRIL 8, 2008

PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Scott, Colvin, Elbert, King, Parker and Walworth

Absent:  Thompson

Audience:  7

Others:  Sullivan

1. Meeting was convened at 7:32 PM

2. Consideration of agenda.  Add approval of minutes of March 4th.

3. Correspondence, etc.  Michigan Planning and Enabling Act and Michigan Zoning Enabling Act training sessions May 28th in Traverse City, June 3rd in Gaylord and June 25th in Charlevoix.  Scott will probably attend and encourages others to attend as well.

4. Minutes of March 5th.  Change the heading date to “March”.  In item 2, change the spelling of “meet” to “met” in line two and three.  Motion by Walworth to approve as corrected is seconded and passed 6-0.  Minutes of March 11th.  In item 7, line 3, remove “Derman & Turkelson” and add “Bryan E. Graham”.  Also in line three, add “Jim King and Jim Walworth” after “Chairman Scott”.  In item 8, referring to Article 2, first paragraph, third line, change use of all waters “within” to “adjacent to”.  Motion by Colvin to approve as corrected is seconded and passed 6-0.

5.  Concerns of Public.  There were none.

6. Lake Access and Use Amendment.  Chairman Scott reviewed the history of the revisions up to this time.  Parker and Scott met with Bryan Graham with final version of the amendments.  He is the sixth attorney to be involved in the process.  Graham’s opinion was that it is a decent amendment if what we are trying to do is regulate watercraft and dock use.  If we are trying to regulate funneling, we’ve only done that in an indirect way.  He recommended inclusion of language that would pertain to actual number of back lot owners that would have access.  The current ordinance language permits five, with one additional per 10 feet.  Scott asked how the Commission felt about including additional language.  A sample Ordinance from Cheboygan County was passed out for the Commission’s review.  After more discussion, the majority agreed to pursue the issue further.  Scott asked Sullivan to consult with Graham to develop any additional changes.  Sullivan noted suggestions from the Commission and will have something to present by the next meeting.  No formal action taken at this time.

7. Draft amendment to Article XIV (PRD).  Sullivan met with Walworth, Scott and King to discuss new language.  Scott suggested that Sullivan should meet with Graham to come up with final draft by May 6th, to be placed on the May 13th meeting agenda.  No action taken at this time.

8. Proposed Night Lighting Ordinance.  Scott read memo from Briggs, who was not in attendance at tonight’s meeting.  In essence, only structures 200 feet or taller need lighting, and since there is a restriction on the height of structures to 100 feet, he doesn’t feel it is an issue for the township.  

9. Draft Ordinance for Wind Turbines.  Scott and Sullivan will be taking a tour of the thumb area turbine farm next week.  Scott is still looking for more input or information on the subject.  He is looking for existing ordinances to see if any are applicable in Torch Lake Township.  Discussion, but no formal action taken at this time.

10. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.  Maryanne Jorgenson announced that the business owners would be meeting April 19th at 9 AM in the Township Hall, or possibly at Peterson’s Restaurant.

11. Concerns of the Commission.  Colvin asked whether Derman & Turkelson were still the township attorneys.  Scott replied that the Planning Commission has used Graham because of his expertise on municipal zoning issues.  The Township Board has asked for application for legal council for the township and has received two responses at this time, but has not yet made a choice.

12. With no further business the motion to adjourn at 9:20 was passed 6-0.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

